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the others from spreading. Panama possesses a tract of equatorial rain-
forest where savages still roam. Nevertheless, in spite of such internal
divergencies, the small countries are on the whole characterized by a high
degree of unity among their people. Such unity is one of the reasons why
some small countries, especially the Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland,
and the Scandinavian countries, have a surprising degree of influence in
proportion to their population. This is especially remarkable in the case
of Switzerland which has no colonies and no seacoast to help it. Iceland,
too, with only about 100,000 people and extremely limited natural re-
sources, influences the world far more than do the vast provinces of Brazil,
China, India, or Mexico where there are millions of people.

Internal Friction in Large Countries

Large political units almost invariably have trouble because of their
great diversity. The Soviet Republic claims that 176 languages are spoken
within its borders. Its people vary from the progressive, industrial type
found in the Leningrad district to untamed nomads in Turkmenistan
and northeastern Siberia. The Republic includes people with the habits
and occupations of warm deserts, cold tundras, vast cool plains, and rugged
mountains. It includes 11 federated republics and 22 autonomous repub-
lics which are generally smaller than the others. Finns, Uzbeks, Turk-
mens, Tatars, Jews, Georgians, Greeks, and Armenians all form non-
Slavic groups, each with at least a million and a half people. Khirghiz,
Germans, Kalmuks, and many other nationalities are represented among
the republics. Even the great Slavic group of the Ukraine Republic,
with 32 million people, shows signs of wishing independence. Like many
of the other racial groups it might break away from the main republic if
the central government should be weakened. The great Soviet Union
could scarcely hang together if it were not that it has a central core of well
toward 100 million Slavic people who live in the vast central plain and are
very uniform in habits and ideas.

One of the great worries of the Russian government is the vast distance
which separates the Pacific Coast of the country from the main European
section. The two parts are separated by an almost uninhabited cold
plateau east of Lake Baikal. They are connected only by the narrow
thread of two railway lines, on both of which traffic can be easily inter-
rupted, specially in winter. Fear of war with Japan leads the government
to spend vast sums in maintaining an army and a great amount of military
equipment in the remote eastern section where the population is insignifi-
cant. Many people believe that Russia would be far stronger if it gave
up several million square miles of its less homogeneous territory, especially
in the far east.